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Rutherford Civic Association 

Fall 2015  

                                                                                     

Join the Fun at the Rutherford 

Community Trunk-or-Treat! 

October 31
st
, 4:00-7:00 PM 

Rutherford Pool Parking Lot 
 

Come down to the Rutherford Pool on Halloween for a 

costume parade, activities, treats and more!  Parents, 

decorate your vehicle and hand out treats while the kids 

have a great afternoon.  Co-sponsored by the Rutherford 

Pool and the Rutherford Civic Association, this is a great 

way to kick off your Halloween fun!  Food will be 

available for purchase at the event.  If you have 

questions, please contact Jenn at 703-582-0859 or 

rutherford.social@gmail.com. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

Musings on Halloween in Rutherford 
 

Families with young children may be wondering, “Is 

Rutherford a safe neighborhood to take my kids trick-or-

treating?”  The answer from my end of Kristin Lane is 

an unqualified YES!  Rutherford is a very safe 

neighborhood for kids, and Halloween is one of the best 

nights of the year for our children to get to know their 

community better.  

 

Halloween is a magical night when we get to open our 

doors to give and receive warm, friendly greetings.   We 

get to briefly see and interact with kids we don’t see the 

rest of the year.  And children get to discover that behind 

the closed doors, their neighbors have kind and caring 

faces.  Halloween is a time for kids to appreciate the 

breadth of their neighborhood, and most importantly, 

come to believe that their community is a good place to 

live in and get to know better as they grow.  Another 

bonus:  there is a true magic in being outdoors at night; 

and the moon will be just past full this year! 

 

The Trunk-or-Treat event at the pool last year and was 

full of energy, creativity, neighborliness and FUN!  I 

thought it was an unqualified success at giving kids an 

exciting place to run around, while their parents had the 

opportunity to visit and relax together, and build a sense 

of community.  But it was never intended to be a 

substitute for door-to-door trick-or-treating.  I 

encourage parents to take their children, even the small 

ones, out at least on their own block.   

 

I’ve heard some say that too many houses are dark on 

Halloween night.  It can be a vicious cycle.  Not as many 

kids come, so fewer neighbors choose to give out 

candy…. so fewer kids go out… and so on.  Let’s keep 

this night vital and robust this year!  DO go down to the 

pool for a while.  This year the Fall Festival is happening 

together with Trunk-or-Treat!  You can bring your 

decorated car, or just come on down for goodies, and 

participate in the Fall Festival games and crafts. Then 

head out on the streets for a while as well.  Let your 

objective be to be neighborly on the night when you’ll 

see more neighbors than any other night of the year!   

 

Kudos to those neighbors who make Halloween night 

especially memorable: those who add a personal touch, 

like my neighbor who sits on his porch and plays guitar 

to greet the gremlins.  Or the good folks on Marley who 

put out chairs and offer parents a drop of liquid 

refreshment and conversation to keep spirits merry.  

What can you do to make your home or block a 

memorable, welcoming place?  Let’s get creative and 

adventurous and have a Halloween to remember! 

--Julia Wilson, Rutherford Civic Assn. President 
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Civic Association General Meeting Set for 

November 4
th

 
 

Join your neighbors in the Little Run Elementary School 

cafeteria on Wednesday, November 4
th
 at 7:30 PM for an 

evening of community news and updates about matters 

that are important to all of us in Rutherford.  Special 

guests Brad Wisley of Berkshire Hathaway and Harry 

Hink of HB Services will be on hand to discuss real 

estate trends specific to Rutherford, and the best ways to 

keep our homes updated and comfortable.  It’s sure to be 

a lively and informative evening, so plan to join us! 

 

Santa is Coming to Rutherford 
 

Over the years, Santa has made a 

special trip to Rutherford to visit with 

the boys and girls. This year, Santa will 

be here on December 18
th
, 19

th
 and 

20
th

.  The nights Santa can visit will depend on the 

number of volunteers for the program.  More 

information will be distributed after Thanksgiving. 

It’s possible this could be our last year for the much-

loved Santa program.  This is one of the longest-

running programs in our community, but we need more 

Santas to be able to continue.  It is very easy and 

involves only two to three hours of your time.  Won't 

you consider helping to bring this simple gesture of joy 

to children?  Age and weight are not considered, and 

everything is provided for you.  Contact Karen Cogan at 

703-978-1640 or karen.cogan@verizon.net if you are 

interested.   

♦♦♦♦♦ 

Have You Seen the Newly Repainted 

Rutherford Sign? 

The Civic Association would like to say a huge “Thank 

you” to Patrick Blackmore of Braeburn Drive, who 

generously donated his time, paint and talent to repair 

and repaint the Rutherford entrance sign on the Braeburn 

median.  The sign is our neighborhood’s official 

“welcome,” and Patrick did a wonderful job of making it 

shine.  Thank you! 

Woodson Performing Arts Events 

Scheduled 
 

Mark your calendar for some special events at W.T. 

Woodson this fall and winter.  In November, the Drama 

Department is staging Meet Me in St. Louis, the beloved 

comedy-drama about four sisters in turn-of-the-century 

St. Louis, who learn about life’s lessons in the days 

leading up to the 1904 World’s Fair.  Meet Me in St. 

Louis will be performed November 4
th
-7

th
 in the Joan C. 

Bedinger auditorium; ticket sales are coming soon. 

The Woodson Chorus will host its Winter Concert on 

Thursday, December 10
th
 at 7:00 PM.  This annual 

tradition is a treat for the whole family, so come and 

celebrate the season in song! 

 

Treasurer's Corner 
 

Please note that envelopes for the Rutherford Civic 

Association dues are included with your newsletter.  We 

encourage you to send in your $10 Civic Association 

dues promptly.  Your contributions keep our 

neighborhood strong and help make Rutherford a great 

place to live! 

 

 

Rutherford “Village” Survey Results 

The last newsletter included an interest survey for 

establishing a potential Village in Rutherford.  The 

Village concept is a growing grassroots movement that 

aims to provide the support that older adults may require 

when choosing to age in place. The idea is simple: 

neighbor helping neighbor.  To learn more, please visit 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/ltccc/villages.htm. 

Although there is no guarantee that a Village is viable in 

Rutherford, the survey results are promising. We 

received 75 responses from approximately 10% of the 

neighborhood.  The majority of respondents (49%) 

indicated that they would be willing to be service 

volunteers, while 17% responded that they would be 

interested in receiving Village services.  Most volunteers 

were willing to help with transportation, minor home 

maintenance, or meals/light housekeeping.  Most 
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recipients indicated that transportation, minor home 

maintenance, and group events would be of the most 

interest.  Overall, we had fairly typical indications 

according to other Villages.  We are fortunate to have 

more volunteers than service recipients.  If you would 

like to see the complete survey results, please contact 

Heidi Garvis at heidi@caringconsiderations.com. 

What’s next?  An interest survey is only the beginning.   

Come to a discussion and planning meeting on Sunday, 

November 22
nd

, 2:00-4:00 PM, at Heidi Garvis’ home, 

4308 Argonne Drive.  Refreshments and snacks will be 

served. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

Get Crafty at the Woodson Craft Show 
 
Come check out the 22nd Annual Holiday Happenings 

Craft Show on Saturday, November 7
th
, from 10:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM at W.T. Woodson High School. The Holiday 

Happenings Craft Show is a juried show, and admission 

is free, so join us!  You’ll find just the right one-of-a-

kind gift for that special someone, or a little something 

for yourself.  The show also features concessions and a 

bake sale, so there’s no need to pack a lunch.  All 

proceeds benefit the W.T. Woodson Crew Boosters. 

 

Rutherford Civic Association 

Reference Numbers                               
 

   President                    Julia Wilson                703-978-1019 

julia.wilson@yahoo.com                 

Vice President    Jennie DeVeaux Garon      703-764-3899 

jennie.deveaux@icfi.com 

Secretary               Jenny Raymer                  636-584-1755 

 jenny.raymer@yahoo.com 

 Treasurer                     Kathy Nice  703-426-5865                                

jk.nice@verizon.net 

   Neighborhood Watch      Julia Wilson         703-978-1019 

julia.wilson@yahoo.com 

   Rutherford Playgroup     Barbara Hicks      703 297-5571 

 Directory                Patsy Leininger              703-503-3445 

maxshowdog@gmail.com 

Newsletter                  Anne Prior                  703-764-0466 

annesprior@cox.net 

   Rutherford Pool          Jasen Blacksburg      703-426-4702 

                                 jblacksburg@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

Kristin Lane Holds Block Party 

Kristin Lane neighbors of all ages enjoyed their first 

"mini block party" in the block between Woodfield and 

Marley.  Waiting for the rain to clear and the Redskins to 

win, they bundled up and gathered around a blazing fire 

to sip hot cider and nosh on a shared meal.  Neighbors 

played corn hole and croquet, told stories about storms 

and power outages past, and everyone met someone 

new.  First big snow, they plan to build a fire, bring out 

the marshmallows and hot cocoa, and maybe have a big 

snowball fight!   

 
 

Handyman Hints: Clever Upgrades Add 

Value to Your Home 

When it comes to upgrades around the house, savvy 

homeowners look for ways that will provide the best 

return on their investment.  Whether you plan on selling or 

are comfortable in your home but are looking for some 

change, here are some areas to focus on:  

Kitchen and Bath. Realtors express time and time again 

that kitchens and baths are what truly sell a home.  

Upgraded appliances, surfaces, cabinets and fixtures make 

a big impact on buyers. Stainless steel appliances over 

basic white or black, and granite countertops instead of 

laminate are great places to start.  One trick to save money 

on a remodel is to refinish and repaint cabinetry, and 

replace just the handles or hinges. 

Paint. Changing wall colors or adding an accent wall can 

bring new energy to a room, but keep in mind that bold 

colors may be hard for potential buyers to appreciate.  

With that being said, a pop of bright color can help 

brighten up small, dark spaces like powder rooms or 

nooks.   
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Flooring. Replacing faded carpets with hardwood, tile or 

laminate flooring can be beneficial in many ways.  They 

are easier to clean, offer a more refined and sophisticated 

look, and are actually quite affordable to install.  Bamboo 

is an especially popular option, as it is cheaper than 

hardwood and is considered more environmentally 

friendly.  More and more homeowners are steering away 

from carpet altogether, although it is still acceptable for 

bedrooms. 

Curb Appeal. Also remember to give the outside of the 

home some attention.  The curb appeal of your house is 

the first impression to potential buyers.  Exterior upgrades 

can include clearing walkways and tidying up 

landscaping, or even upgrading siding, repainting or fixing 

aged shutters or shingles. 

All of these upgrades can dramatically improve your 

chances of selling your home for a price you will be happy 

with, and also are effective ways to simply make your 

home a more inviting and enjoyable place to live. 

HB Services, LLC is locally owned and operated by Harry Hink. 

Check us out on the web at www.hbservices.biz or call (703) 764-0498 

for further information.  

♦♦♦♦♦ 

Yahoo Group Offers Quick and Easy 

Connections with Neighbors 

For a free and easy way to get the latest neighborhood 

news, join the Rutherford e-mail group.  As a member, 

post questions or comments and use the forum to discuss 

neighborhood happenings and consumer issues. 

 

To sign up, follow these three steps: 

1. Send an email to this address: 

RUTHERFORDCA22032-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com with no subject or 

message in the e-mail. 

2. You will then receive a message back that says, 

“Please confirm your request to subscribe to 

RutherfordCAyahoogroups.com.”   

3. Simply reply to this message, again with no 

subject or message, and that’s it.  You are now a 

member. 

 

 

 

-------------------Sponsorship Corner-------------------- 

 

The Rutherford Civic Association wishes to thank Harry 

Hink of HB Services for his continuing support of the 

Rutherford Civic Association newsletter, and  Kevin Duff 

for mowing and keeping the Rutherford median strip 

neat! 

 

 

 

 

 
Kevin Duff, KC & Company 
Professional Lawn Service 

 
540-287-4423 

 
Serving Rutherford for more than 20 years 

 

* Lawn mowing      * Leaf Cleanup 
*Fertilization     * Aeration 

 * Mulching 
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