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Rutherford Civic Association 

Spring 2015 

 

 

Calling all Rutherford Neighbors! 

Civic Association Annual Meeting 

Set for April 29th 

The Annual Meeting of the Rutherford Civic 

Association is scheduled for Wednesday, April 29
th
, 

from 7:00 - 9:00 PM in the Little Run cafeteria.  This 

once-a-year meeting is a great opportunity for 

Rutherford residents to greet neighbors and find out 

what's happening in our community. 

 

Mark your calendar and join us for the Annual Meeting 

on April 29
th
! 

 

 

It’s Time for the Annual Rutherford 

Community Yard Sale! 

 
Saturday, May 9th, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

(No rain date) 

 
The annual Rutherford 

Community Yard Sale is a great 

opportunity for all Rutherford 

residents to clean out their homes 

and make some money, while 

giving others something they may 

need or want.  The Civic 

Association will advertise the sale in the Washington 

Post and on Craigslist, as well as place signs at 

community entrances and major intersections. 

 

We are offering packets of pre-printed Yard Sale 

signs to direct people to your sale.  Just pick up the 

packet from Rob Calderon’s front porch at 9263 El 

James Drive, starting Monday, May 4
th
 at 6:00 PM.  

 

Look for the box clearly marked "Yard Sale.” Also, we 

are offering maps with participants' houses and 

streets clearly marked for distribution the morning 

of the 9th.  To be included on the map, please e-mail 

Rob Calderon at thecalderons@hotmail.com beginning 

on Wednesday, April 29
th
 up until Thursday, May 

7
th
.  For any yard sale questions, call Rob Calderon at 

703-323-1363, or e-mail him. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

Directory Updates…Did You Know? 
 

The 2015-16 Rutherford Directory, which was 

distributed last fall, is not only a great source of contact 

information for neighbors, board members, and 

community resources…it’s also a perfect go-to guide for 

neighborhood youth who want to help you!  A listing of 

area tweens and teens who are willing and able to baby-

sit, pet sit, do yard work and more can be found in the 

back of the directory.  Looking for some help?  Look no 

further than the 2015-16 Rutherford Directory! 

 

Rutherford Directory Changes 

 
Please make the following changes to the 2015-16 

Rutherford Directory: 

 

New neighbor: 

Colombo-Abdullah, Rasheed & Flavia    

4400 Argonne Drive 

703-261-6012 

 

Additions to Rutherford Young People Listing: 

Baby sitting, dog walking, pet sitting: 

Taylor Hadley (16) 

703-244-7652 

Kyle Hadley (16)  

703-244-3431 
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Community Update 

 

Trash Service 
 

Recently, many Rutherford residents have received 

conflicting information about trash pickup/recycling 

charges from Republic (formerly AAA Trash and 

Recycling).   The Rutherford community has a 

negotiated rate with Republic for trash and recycling 

services.  Here is the information directly from our 

representative at Republic: 

 

 We appreciate the opportunity to continue 

servicing the Rutherford community and would 

like to extend the special offer below to all 

residents.  For ease, existing customers will not 

be required to sign a contract to receive this 

offer.  

 

 Our current contract term is now three years – 

January 1
st
, 2015 – December 31

st
, 2018. 

 

 We are trying to position all rates to either 

$69.50 per quarter for once per week service, or 

$72.50 for twice per week service.  Those with a 

rate of $69.50 will have the rate extended for the 

full three-year term.  Those with a rate of $72.50 

will have the rate extended for the full three-year 

term. 

 

Basically, Republic is doing away with the senior rate, 

which was $63.00 per quarter, and transitioning 

everyone to a rate of $69.50 per quarter (once-a-week 

trash pickup) or $72.50 per quarter (twice-a-week trash 

pickup).  They felt that many seniors, because they 

typically generate less trash, would take advantage of the 

once-a-week rate.  They guarantee these rates for the 

next three years.  

 

A Rutherford resident did some research into other trash 

companies’ rates, and learned the following information: 

 

 Republic non-negotiated rate:  An individual 

homeowner normally pays $90.50 per quarter. 

 

 American Disposal non-negotiated rate: An 

individual homeowner (not a member of an 

HOA) usually pays $102.00 per quarter for 

twice a week pick up. 

  

According to Republic, there are some residents in the 

community who had lower rates quoted by 

AAA/Republic’s call center over the past few 

years.  Those residents will receive a $3 annual rate 

increase in Years Two and Three.   Most of those are at 

$63.50 per quarter, so the rates will be $63.50 – Year 

One; $66.50 – Year Two; and $69.50 -- Year Three.  

  

Our community has continued to have some 

issues getting a consistent message from 

Republic.  Residents call the customer service number 

and often get different answers.  Linda Zack, 

Rutherford’s neighborhood representative to Republic 

Services, suggests: If you are paying more than our 

negotiated rate, call Republic at 703-818-8222 and make 

sure you receive the Rutherford rate.  If that doesn't 

happen, contact Linda at FamilyZack@aol.com and she 

will go through our rep to make sure you receive the 

negotiated rate.  If you are paying a lower rate, enjoy 

it.  They may raise your rate eventually to the negotiated 

rate, but this may happen over a period of several years 

as referenced above. 

 

A reminder:  If you leave AAA/Republic Trash Service, 

you will be charged about $32 when you switch services, 

which is the cost for them to clean out and/or recycle 

their trash bins and totes.  If you use all your own 

equipment (trash cans as well as recycling containers), 

you will not be charged this fee.    

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Door-to-door Solicitors: What You 

Need to Know 
 

The following information is true for anyone who comes 

up to your door and sells something. 

 

 By law, you have three days to cancel when you buy 

something from a door-to-door salesperson. After 

that, you are committed to whatever you sign. 

 

 All door-to-door solicitors must have a solicitor’s 

license—not just a business license.  If someone 

comes to your door, please ask to see their license. 

 

 It is against Fairfax County regulations for solicitors 

to knock on doors after 8:00 PM.   

 

 Some solicitors try to get business by saying that 

they just did work for a neighbor, that someone 

down the street signed with them, etc.  In many 

instances, this information is false. 

 

If a door-to-door salesman violates any of the above 

(they do not have a solicitor’s license, they lie or 
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misrepresent information, or they show up at your door 

past 8:00 PM), close the door and call the Police non-

emergency number at 703-691-2131 immediately.  It is 

important to call right away so that the police can come 

out and identify the offenders.  If you wait, the solicitor 

has often moved to another street or another 

neighborhood. 

If you would like to get additional information or make a 

complaint to the Consumer Affairs Bureau, contact them 

at 703-222-8435 or go to 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/consumer/.  Consumer Affairs 

staff suggests that residents DO NOT buy anything from 

a door-to-door solicitor, or at least be extremely careful 

to make sure the company is legitimate.  For instance, 

paving or sealing companies offer to re-do your 

driveway, but they use low-quality tar that washes off in 

the next rainstorm.  Be especially careful when groups of 

kids come around selling magazines.  When these 

groups of kids are in a neighborhood, there is usually a 

dramatic increase in robberies, vandalism and theft.  

Also, you may or may not get your subscription, and the 

money may not be used for the stated purpose. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

Fire Safety: Important Information 

for Our Community 

Thom and Mary Revay, neighbors on Murdock Road, 

want to share the following information with their 

Rutherford neighbors: 

So that you will be informed and aware, friends and 

neighbors asked us to describe the fire risk that we might 

(and there's a big emphasis on the word "might") be 

exposed to, in houses that were all built roughly at the 

same time.  

At about 2:30-2:45 on Valentine's Day morning, Steve 

and Jennie Garon (9102 Murdock Road) woke up to a 

fire that severely damaged their house.  What first 

alerted them was two small fans that both shut off at the 

same time (that were plugged into two different outlets, 

but on the same electrical circuit).  As Jennie woke up 

from the sudden silence, she noticed a flickering light 

showing through the master bathroom ceiling vent and 

light fixture, which turned out to be a fire in the 

attic.  Thankfully, Jennie, Steve and their dog escaped 

quickly and safely (the kids weren’t home).  However, 

damage was extensive and the house must be 

rebuilt.  The Fire Marshal and a Fire Inspector examined 

the house, and came to our house to look at the very 

similar physical and electrical arrangement of our split-

level houses. 

We also learned from Mitch and Janie Baer that shortly 

before they moved into their home, also a split-level 

model next door to the Garons, there had been an 

electrical fire starting in roughly the same area.  And 

later that weekend, Amy Brennan reported that at a 

house around the corner toward Ashmeade, on the 

Selkirk cul-de-sac, there was also a fire of unknown 

origin starting in the same area, years ago.  That house is 

a different model, but three houses with similar fires in 

25 or so years within 100 yards of each other is certainly 

something that got us thinking.  We’re not saying that 

there is a specific defect, or that all houses like those are 

at greater risk of fire, but in the conversation with the 

Inspector, two items came up that we wanted to pass 

along to everyone, even if they might not be what the 

fire inspector will ultimately say caused the fire. 

The inspector said that if the vent pipe from the gas hot 

water heater and/or gas furnace goes through a wooden 

enclosure rather than a cinder block chimney on the way 

up to the roof for venting, then any "kink" or open seam 

in the pipe can lead to a problem.  He said that hot air 

leaking into the enclosed space can dry out the wood, 

lowering its "flash point" so far that at 120 degrees 

Fahrenheit the wood could burst into flame.  We're not 

saying that's the cause of this fire, but it may be prudent 

for those of us who have a design that vents the gas hot 

water heater or furnace (and especially if it vents both) 

into that wood-enclosed space, to have a qualified fire 

inspector examine it to determine if there is an elevated 

risk of fire.  Here’s the link for the Fairfax County Fire 

Marshal:  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/prevention/fm

fees2015.htm#occupancy. 

The inspector also expressed concern about the light 

fixture above the shower, because he has seen houses 

where a fixture wasn't properly insulated/isolated from 

the blown-in insulation, or where a fixture shorted out 

and started a fire.  The Baers said that the fire that 

happened at their house before they moved in was 
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definitely an electrical fire, and both the Garons and the 

Revays have had intermittent electrical problems with 

the master bathroom shower overhead light fixture over 

the years.  Again, it may be prudent for those of us with 

similar split-level houses, and especially those who have 

had problems with that light, to bring in an electrician to 

assess that circuit and the fixture, to make sure there are 

no lurking problems.  The inspector came to our house, 

because he wanted to know who made the light fixture, 

what was its condition, and if it was installed 

properly.  He removed our light fixture (which was the 

original one from when the house was built), and found 

an internal fixture wire that was frayed, and found some 

corrosion where the wires meet the light.  He told Mary 

it was a good thing we'd stopped using that light.  We're 

not saying that's what caused the fires, but it's sure not 

how it's supposed to be.  The inspector took our fixture 

with him for further examination, and will provide a 

report to the Garons once he completes his analysis.  

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Come Enjoy the Great Outdoors 
 

Would you be interested in forming a Rutherford 

Hiking, Fishing and Hunting group?  We'd meet to plan 

local and Shenandoah hikes, swap stories (tall tales of 

hunting and fishing exploits), and give tips and coaching 

on how to enjoy the outdoors more.  If interested, 

contact Thom Revay at thom0573@yahoo.com, or 

(703)503-0573.  

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

*Neighborhood Watch Needs You* 
 

The Rutherford Neighborhood Watch program needs 

volunteers – can you help?  Neighborhood Watch is a 

one- to two-hour daily driving patrol that you can 

participate in as often as you are available (weekly, 

monthly, quarterly, etc.).  You can choose to drive the 

neighborhood at a time convenient to you, whether 

you're a morning person, night owl, or just need to get 

the baby to fall asleep.  It's also a nice opportunity to 

chat with a friend or family member in the car! 

 

As a Neighborhood Watch patroller, you look for 

unusual or suspicious situations and neighbors in need.  

You do not leave your car.  You call concerns in to the 

police non-emergency number or 911, as appropriate.  

The visibility of the patrol acts as a deterrent to 

unwelcome behavior.  In addition, you get to know your 

neighborhood better and contribute to community spirit. 

 

We all agree that Rutherford is a safe and friendly 

neighborhood – let’s keep it that way!  To volunteer, 

contact Julia Wilson at julia.wilson@yahoo.com.   

♦♦♦♦♦ 

Join the Rutherford Area Swim 

Club! 

 

New to the community?  Looking for a 

summer getaway?  The Rutherford Pool 

is a great place to meet new friends and 

make lasting memories.  Sign up today at 

www.rutherfordpool.org. 

 

Social Events 

 

•    Friday Socials under the Pavilion  

•    Memorial Day Celebration 

•    School’s Out Party  

•    July 4th and Labor Day Parties  

•    Annual Crab Feast 

•    Thursday Raft Nights 

•    Movie Nights and more!!   

 

Questions?  Contact Jasen Blacksburg at 703-426-4702, 

or jblacksburg@yahoo.com. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

A Neighborly Reminder 
 

This is a friendly reminder to our neighborhood pet 

owners.  Thank you for giving a forever home to an 

animal in need, and as you take your walks, please 

consider your neighbors while you enjoy time with your 

furry friends.  

Fairfax County’s Municipal Code has specific 

regulations pertaining to canine leash laws, pick-up and 

removal/disposal of pet waste, and consideration of 

owner/tenant property rights.   The complete County 

Article can be found at the following link:   

https://library.municode.com/HTML/10051/level3/FAC

OCO_CH41.1ANCOCA_ART2ANCORACO.html. 
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Fairfax County Emergency Updates 
 

Fairfax County has several new opportunities in 

community resiliency and emergency response. 

Rutherford Civic Association is part of the new 

Braddock District pilot project for Volunteer Fairfax's 

"Community Resiliency Group."  For more info, see the 

PowerPoint presentation about the project 

at http://www.slideshare.net/VFemergency/community-

resiliency-seminar-review, or contact Tracy Friend, 

Emergency Response Program Manager, at 

tfriend@volunteerfairfax.org. 

In addition, the Fairfax Community Emergency 

Response Teams are offering upcoming CERT training, 

as well as many other great classes.  You can sign up at  

https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov.  To add your name 

to the list for updates on all CERT classes, email 

fire.cert@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

CERT Class 94 

CERT Basic training class at the Fire and Rescue 

Academy.   April 20, 22, 27, 29, May 4, 6, 11 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 7:00 -10:00 PM 

 

CERT Class 96 

CERT Basic training at the Mt. Vernon Government 

Center.  April 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 7:00 -9:30 PM 

 

More than 300 Fairfax CERT-trained volunteers are 

forming local teams for neighborhood emergency 

response, based on zip code.  If you are CERT-trained, 

in training or just curious about CERT, please contact 

Local team 22032 coordinator Mike Reep at  

bmr2email@gmail.com. 

 

You can also sign up for Fairfax County alerts to your 

cell or email at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/.   

If you or someone you know has special medical needs 

that could require extra help during an emergency, you 

can sign up to alert first responders for assistance at 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/specialneeds/. 

  

♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

Handyman Hints: 

Wood Flooring Making a Comeback 

 
Spring is the official start of home 

improvement season, and one trend 

continuing in 2015 is a return to 

wood flooring, especially in non-

traditional areas.  Replacing your 

home’s flooring can totally change 

how a home feels, and even sounds.    

Many people turn to wood for the warm, natural feeling 

it evokes.  Of course, wood is also a beautiful and 

renewable resource, and when paired with area rugs 

creates a wide spectrum of design possibilities.  Wood is 

also available in a variety of options, including 

materials, fabrication techniques and even colors and 

sizes. 

A good first step is to decide on engineered wood, solid 

wood or laminates.  All have their pros and cons, but for 

this article we’ll focus on solid and engineered wood. 

These floors can be resurfaced over time to remove 

scratches or change colors, and we believe have a more 

natural feel and sound underfoot. 

Solid wood is a single 3/4" thick piece of hardwood. 

Engineered wood is produced with 3-5 layers of 

hardwood bonded together.  As a general rule, 

engineered wood is less impacted by humidity, is 

slightly less expensive and easier to install. 

Once you have your new floor, be sure to take care to 

protect the value and beauty.  Factory finishes are 

amazingly resilient and can save days on installation 

versus on-site finishing.  No matter what finish you 

choose, scratches are inevitable for busy families, but 

regular attention can prolong the life and look of your 

floors.  Care tips include: 

 Sweep or dust-mop weekly.  Vacuuming with a 

hardwood-safe attachment helps remove dirt 

from the spaces between boards. 

 Use area rugs with non-slip backings in high-

traffic areas. 

 Keep pet nails trimmed. 

 Use furniture pads or grippers (we like Stay! 

Furniture Grippers). 

http://www.slideshare.net/VFemergency/community-resiliency-seminar-review
http://www.slideshare.net/VFemergency/community-resiliency-seminar-review
mailto:tfriend@volunteerfairfax.org
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 Use a dehumidifier in your home if the humidity 

regularly gets above 55%. 

 Use doormats inside and outside of entryways to 

reduce dirt and moisture.    

One last suggestion: get several samples of the floor 

color and finish you are considering and place them in 

different areas of your home for a preview before the 

final purchase. 

HB Services, LLC is locally owned and operated by Harry Hink. 

Check us out on the web at www.hbservices.biz or call (703) 764-

0498 for further information.  

 

 

Rutherford Civic Association 

Reference Numbers                               
 

President                   Amy Jensen                 703-426-0730 

jensenamy5@msn.com 

 

Vice President    Jennie DeVeaux Garon      703-764-3899 

jennie.deveaux@icfi.com 

 

Secretary               Jenny Raymer                  636-584-1755 

j_k_reid@yahoo.com 

 

 Treasurer                     Kathy Nice  703-426-5865                                

jk.nice@verizon.net 

 

   Neighborhood Watch      Julia Wilson         703-978-1019 

julia.wilson@yahoo.com 

 

   Rutherford Playgroup     Barbara Hicks      703 297-5571 

 

 Directory                Patsy Leininger              703-503-3445 

maxshowdog@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter                  Anne Prior                  703-764-0466 

annesprior@cox.net 

 

   Rutherford Pool          Jasen Blacksburg      703-426-4702 

                                 jblacksburg@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------Sponsorship Corner-------------------- 

 

The Rutherford Civic Association wishes to thank 

Harry Hink of HB Services for his continuing support 

of the Rutherford Civic Association newsletter, and  

Kevin Duff for mowing and keeping the Rutherford 

median strip neat! 

 

 

 

 

 
Kevin Duff, KC & Company 
Professional Lawn Service 

 
540-287-4423 

 
Serving Rutherford for more than 20 years 

 

* Lawn mowing      * Leaf Cleanup 
*Fertilization     * Aeration 

 * Mulching 
                                                                                                                             

http://www.hbservices.biz/

